White Supremacist Refuses to Testify in Grand Jury's 
Bombing Inquiry 
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OKLAHOMA CITY - A white supremacist said he took the Fifth Amendment 
when questioned by a grand jury Wednesday in its investigation into claims of a 
larger conspiracy in the Oklahoma City bombing. 


Dennis Mahon of Tulsa, who operates a Dial-a-Racist hot line and is a member of 
the White Aryan Resistance, has denied involvement in the April 19, 1995, 
bombing that killed 168 people. 


But he said he refused to answer at least some questions unless he is given 
immunity from prosecution. He said he was issued a new subpoena requiring him 
to appear before the panel on Aug. 15. 


"It is my greatest desire to answer all their questions, even if it takes days," Mr. 
Mahon said in a telephone interview several hours after his appearance. "But I 
have to have immunity. I have to protect myself. " Mr. Mahon's ex-girlfriend, 
former federal informant Carol Howe, told authorities after the bombing that she 
had overheard Mr. Mahon and German citizen Andreas Strassmeir discuss 
bombing federal buildings in the months before the attack. Mr. Mahon dismisses 
Ms. Howe as a pathologic al liar and a drug abuser. 


Ms. Howe's statement has fueled conspiracy theories about the bombing, and Mr. 
Mahon contends that conspiracy theorists are using it to frame him. 


Attorneys for Timothy McVeigh tried to call Ms. Howe as a witness during his 
trial, but the judge ruled her testimony irrelevant. 


Mr. Mahon would not detail what he needed immunity from but said he had 
discussed the issue with the prosecutors advising the grand jury. Mr. Mahon said 
he wants both federal and state immunity. 


Although an Oklahoma County district judge could grant immunity from state 
charges, federal immunity would require the consent of federal authorities. 


He would not detail what the grand jury asked him during roughly 40 minutes of 
questioning and would not say whether he took the Fifth on every question. 


Mr. Mahon arrived for his appearance wearing a white straw cowboy hat and a 
colorful tie decorated with Looney Toons cartoon characters. He said he wore the 
tie because he thinks the grand jury investigation is loony. 


"I'm trying to drain a swamp, and I'm surrounded by alligators, namely y'all," Mr. 
Mahon told reporters when he arrived. 


The grand jury was called after a petition drive driven by state Rep. Charles Key 
and Glenn Wilburn, an accountant who lost two grandsons in the blast. Mr. 
Wilburn died Tuesday from pancreatic cancer. 


Mr. Key and Mr. Wilburn said that a larger conspiracy than Mr. McVeigh and 
Terry Nichols was responsible for the bombing and that federal agents had prior 
knowledge of the plot. Federal agents say they doubt a larger conspiracy and have 
vigorously denied any foreknowledge. 


Mr. McVeigh was convicted and sentenced to death last month for the bombing. 
Mr. Nichols' trial is set to begin Sept. 29. 


Mr. Mahon was the seventh witness called before the grand jury. 
Three others witnesses appeared on Wednesday. One, Kay Clarke, refused to 
answer reporters’ questions except to confirm that she was there to testify about 


the bombing. Two men refused to even give their names. 


The grand jury was not expected to hear any more witnesses this week. 


